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GREETINGS, SPOKANE AGO

The summer is upon us and, hopefully, somewhat of a reduction in our busy schedules. This
newsletter is the last one of the season and the last one of my being dean. The last two years of
being dean has been . . . interesting, enjoyable (most of the time), edifying, sometimes hard,
and there are some additional ways I might describe it if given the time. But it has certainly
been a privilege to work with and have the support of the board all along. I have come to appreciate all the work that all of our members do to support the chapter and provide quality music in their churches. So thank you!
Two recent events need mentioning. First, you will read more about it below, but the Organ
Academy is completed (for this time, anyway) and was deemed to be a success. For that we
can be proud. Many thanks to all those who made it, contributed to its success, and most of all
Janet Ahrend, who is too humble to admit it herself. Secondly, the Hymn Festival at First Presbyterian by Bruce Neswick and co-sponsored by First Presbyterian and our chapter was absolutely marvelous. It certainly was an inspiration to all who were there. I wish the church
would have been full, but the enthusiasm of those present made up for the lack of a full house.
Needless to say, the singing was rousing.
I'm looking forward to seeing most of you at our annual meeting and picnic.
Byrl Cinnamon, Dean
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ORGAN ACADEMY CONCLUDES SUCCESSFULLY
The Spokane AGO's inaugural Winter Organ Academy concluded with the participation of six
of the eight Academy students in Musicfest Northwest on May 15, 2018, with Dr. Gordon Turk
from Pennsylvania , Adjudicator. All eight of the students performed for an enthusiastic audience in their recital just prior to Musicfest on Saturday, May 12, at St. John's Cathedral. The
students played very well, having accomplished amazing things in the eight to ten lessons provided by the Academy teachers Helen Byrne, Byrl Cinnamon, Rose Dempsey, David Matney,
and Janet Ahrend. One student did not participate in Musicfest because of ongoing hand/wrist
injury issues, and another did not enter because of a scheduling conflict.
All of the students have said they plan to continue playing the organ in some fashion; four of
the eight are planning to continue with private lessons. Two of the students entered medalaward classes in Musicfest, requiring them to learn to play a hymn in addition to their Musicfest piece; both of those students received medals, one gold and one silver. The gold medal
winner, Ciarnan Bidwell-Williams, also received the Sally Dotson Memorial prize of $75,
awarded to the best junior high/high school performer.
The parents of all of the students were most enthusiastic about the Academy; one of the best
features was the Saturday Group Practice sessions, whereby the students and their parents were
introduced to many different organs in the Spokane/Coeur d'Alene area. The Academy was
considered to be highly successful, with eight young people and their parents learning the joys
of organ music and making new friends in the process! Plans are underway for the Academy
to be offered to a new group of students next year.
Janet Ahrend

Special Thanks and appreciation to
Raney Close for initiating this project,
identifying students and helping to
coordinate the details.
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Updates and Articles
NEW MEMBER JONATHAN TRUONG
We have a new member to join our chapter! National informs me that Jonathan Truong has joined us as a young organist (AGOYO). For your directory update, his address is 111 N. 7th St., #2345, Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814,
and his email is jtruong1999@gmail.com.
Welcome, Jonathan!

DIGITAL KEYBOARD AVAILABLE
Tom Jefferson's estate has a digital keyboard and rack unit available, for a donation. It is a
Kurzweil 2500X portable keyboard. There are no internal speakers; so two external speakers
are included: a Roland KC-300 stereo mixing amplifier, a Yamaha MS60S monitor speaker.
Also included is a Kurzweil 2500 rack unit of digital sound samples that enhance the keyboard. Tom had patched the rack unit into his digital organ to expand the sound palette; so it's
not limited to use with the Kurzweil keyboard. This is mid-1990's technology, and the equipment is about 20 years old but fully functional. It would be a useful addition to a church ensemble or for private home use.
If interested, contact Mary Jo Beck at 509-822-7968 to take a look. The
units are not plugged in; so they cannot be sampled.

ORGAN MUSIC AVAILABLE
Mary Jo Beck will have the late Tom Jefferson's organ music available for the taking at our
meeting and picnic on June 24. She is asking that a small donation be made to the chapter if
music is taken. So plan to come and peruse what Tom had in his library. I'll bet there's at least
one piece or collection that each one of us might find useful.
Remember:
Michael Bulley, former longtime member of the Spokane Chapter, has donated and made
available for us two file cabinets and five boxes of organ music, piano music, choral music,
hymnals, and sheet music. These materials are free to anyone who would like to spend the
time perusing them. They are all located at All Saints Lutheran Church, 314 S. Spruce St.,
Spokane (Browne’s addition). First come, first serve. All Saints is open from
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. weekdays. Please call the church beforehand (509-838
-4409) to arrange with the secretary. Michael deserves our deep gratitude for
this very generous gift to us of passing his music on to organists who can
continue to use it in the future.
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READY - SET - GO - RENEW!
Hopefully you have received your email from the National AGO prompting you to renew your
membership for the 2018-19 fiscal year.
Our chapter has been informed by AGO National that ONCARD, the current system we now
use for online renewals, will soon be changing. After July 1, 2081, ONCARD will cease to
exist, and a new, more user-friendly (we hope) program for renewals will replace ONCARD.
Hopefully the learning curve will be easy! However, it may be a while before the new system
will be in place.
The majority of the Spokane membership renewals are July 1. It would be greatly appreciated, as well as simplify the renewal process this year, if everyone who has a July 1 renewal
date will renew by June 15. If you find renewing using ONCARD is difficult or confusing,
you may call National at 212-870-231 for help. They will be more than happy to handle
your renewal over the phone. Just let the person who answers know you would like to renew.
When you do renew, please make sure that all your information is up to date, especially your
current position. Many of you have updated or changed your information or your chapter
treasurer assisted you in this process. Accurate information at the National level provides an
accurate membership directory. If National's information is not complete or incorrect, the
membership directory for the Spokane Chapter will also be incomplete or incorrect.
Again, if at all possible please renew by June 15, 2018. Our treasurer will be forever grateful.

Thanks to Katie Rivkin and Salem Lutheran for design and printing.
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2018
UPCOMING EVENT
ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC
Sunday, June 24, is the date for the Chapter's annual meeting and picnic. You've been promised
the details, and here they are.
Place:

Subdean Jim Holmes's home
6012 Crestmont Ln.
Spokane, WA 99217
509-921-7887

Time:

June 24, 2018, 3:00 p.m.

Furnished: Hamburgers and all the fixings, drinks, table service
What you bring: Salads, sides, desserts
There will be a short business meeting where we vote on a new board. The slate of officers
from the nominating committee will be presented at the meeting. Nominations from the floor
will also be welcome.
Spouses, significant others, and family members are welcome. This would be a good event to
bring guests who are interested in the organ, in church music, in choirs, or in worship in general. Consider bringing someone you know who loves music in the church.
Hope to see you all on the 24th.
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