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Organ Academy is       

“Up and Running” 
By Janet Ahrend 

Thanks to a great deal of hard work by the chapter Board and others, our Winter Organ 

Academy has begun successfully. The original idea was brought to us by Musicfest Board 

Member Raney Close, whose daughter studies organ with our member Janice Whaley. Ra-

ney’s idea was to create a short-term, lower-priced series of organ lessons for more ad-

vanced piano students, in the hope that they would 1. love the organ and 2. be ready to en-

ter Musicfest this spring. She created an attractive poster and sent it to churches and piano 

teachers. Our task was to tap teachers from our membership, find locations for teaching, 

and set up Saturday group practice sessions at various churches in Spokane, Spokane Val-

ley, and Post Falls-Coeur d’Alene. 

 

The inaugural gathering was held February 10, at First Presbyterian Church. Eight young 

people (and one adult) had registered; seven were in attendance that day, with the one ab-

sentee’s mother recording the proceedings on her phone! The young people were intro-

duced to the organ, and all were given an opportunity to play. The session concluded with 

Katie Close, Raney’s daughter and Jan’s student, playing Pachelbel’s “Toccata in E Mi-

nor” as an example of what a young student is able to do. Students then met their teachers 

and some of the practice session hosts, and enjoyed cookies and juice in a “getting-

acquainted” time. 

 

At this writing, seven of the eight students are registered for Musicfest! (One, sadly, has a 

wrist injury that is preventing her playing at this time.) Two Saturday morning practice 

sessions have been held, the first at Manito Presbyterian Church with Helen Byrne as 

host, the second at Opportunity Presbyterian Church with Ed Hurd as host. The March 17 

practice will be at New Community Church (formerly Central Methodist), 10 am-1 pm, 

with Ed Hurd hosting again; March 24 we will be at First Presbyterian Church downtown, 

Bryce LaMotte, host. 

 

Teachers for the Academy are Helen Byrne, Byrl Cinnamon, Rose Dempsey, David Mat-

ney, and Janet Ahrend. Students are Cedric and Ciarnan Bidwell Williams, Katelyn Gil-

christ, Maeve Jensen, Jonas Malone, Thomas Netzel, James Thrasher, and Maya Zane. 

The text is Wayne Leupold’s First Organ Book, containing both ample instruction in organ 

techniques, and a variety of good and useful literature. The students are borrowing the text 

at this time, with the opportunity to purchase it from the chapter at a reduced cost if they 

continue studying. 

 

The celebration recital for the Academy is Saturday, May 12, 2:00 pm, at St. John’s Cathe-

dral; you won’t want to miss this exciting debut! 
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Top Left Photo: (from Left to Right) Ed Hurd practice host at 

Opportunity Presbyterian Church., Ciarnan Bidwill Williams, 

Saundra Bidwell Williams (Mom) Cedric Bidwell Williams, 

Raney Close. 

 

Bottom Left Photo: Cedric Bidwell Williams 

  

Bottom Center Photo: Ciarnan Bidwell Williams and Cedric 

Bidwell Williams 

 

Bottom Right Photo: Ciarnan Bidwell Williams 
 

 

All photos of minors published with permission of parent. Not for duplication or production without prior consent.  
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Updates and A

rticles 

CHRIS NELSON RECITAL AND WORKSHOP 
This coming Sunday, March 18 at 4:00 p.m. Chris Nelson is offering a recital of his own organ 

pieces based on the Genevan Psalter.  It’s taking place at Messiah Lutheran Church, 4202 N. 

Belt St. in Spokane. Composed between 1539 and 1562 in Geneva, Switzerland, the Genevan 

Psalter is a collection of over 100 melodies designed to be sung with metrical translations of 

the Psalms. It was the first and most influential music composed specifically by and for Re-

formed Christians, and they represent a significant element of the heritage of all Reformed or 

Calvinistic Christians. The day preceding the recital, Saturday, March 17, at 10:00 a.m. at 

Messiah, Chris will present a workshop on the topic of how to listen to or even compose organ 

pieces based on the meters of Genevan Psalter tunes. All are invited and encouraged to attend. 

HYMNFEST AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
Charlotte Kroeker, Executive Director of the Church Music Institute in Dallas, TX, has been 

working with Derrick Parker, Worship Director at Spokane’s First Presbyterian Church, and 

Bruce Neswick, Canon for Cathedral Music at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Portland, OR, 

for Bruce to present a hymn festival at First Presbyterian on Saturday afternoon, May 12, at 

4:00 p.m. The festival is to feature hymns based on the Nicene Creed. The hope is to showcase 

the Schantz organ to not only the First Presbyterian community but to the entire Spokane com-

munity. Bruce Neswick is an outstanding organist and gave a concert in Spokane a few years 

ago at St. John’s Cathedral. Those of us who heard him at that time look 

forward to hearing him at this hymn festival. This hymn festival is the same day as the Organ 

Academy Recital, it being at 2:00 p.m. at St. John’s. So you can make an afternoon of the or-

gan: come and listen to our future organists at 2:00 and then head down the hill to First Pres-

byterian and hear and sing with a great present organist at 4:00. 

ANNUAL PICNIC AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Sunday, June 24, will be the Spokane Chapter&#39;s annual picnic and election of officers. It 

will be held at the home of subdean Jim Holmes, 6012 Crestmont Ln., Spokane (same place as 

last year). Details will follow, but put it on your calendars now. This annual event has always 

been a good time of fellowship for all who attend. 
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 2018 
Christopher Nelson Genevan Psalter Workshop 

Saturday, March 17, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

 

Christopher Nelson Genevan Psalter Organ Concert 

Sunday, March 18, 2018, 4:00 p.m. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

 

Organ Academy Recital 

Saturday, May 12, 2018, 11:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Cathedral 

 

Hymn Festival with Bruce Neswick 

Saturday, May 12, 4:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

 

MusicFest (organ division) 

Tuesday, May 15,  

St. John’s Cathedral 

 

Annual year-end picnic and election of officers  

Sunday afternoon, June 24, 2018.  

Home of Sub-Dean Jim Holmes. Details will be forthcoming. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ORGAN MUSIC AVAILABLE 
Michael Bulley, former longtime member of the Spokane Chapter, has donated and made 

available for us two file cabinets and five boxes of organ music, piano music, choral music, 

hymnals, and sheet music. These materials are free to anyone who would like to spend the 

time perusing them. What an opportunity! They are all located at All Saints Lutheran Church, 

314 S. Spruce St., Spokane (Browne’s addition). So please help yourself to this music. First 

come, first serve. All Saints is open from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. weekdays. Please call the 

church beforehand (509-838-4409) to arrange with the secretary. She can let you in and show 

you where it’s all located. Michael deserves our deep gratitude for this very generous gift to us 

of passing his music on to organists who can continue to use it in the future. 

ORGAN POSITION OPEN 
The organist position at Hamblen Park Presbyterian will be open as of the Sunday after Easter. 

You should have all received details of the position in a prior email. Details at 

www.hamblenpres.org. 
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Thanks to Katie Rivkin and Salem Lutheran for design and printing. 

Spokane Chapter 


