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ORGAN ACADEMY
READY TO LAUNCH!
Our Spokane AGO chapter is ready to launch the ORGAN ACADEMY, our very exciting
spring project to interest and involve new organ students and to prepare them to play a
simple piece for Music Fest. The last AGO Newsletter had a detailed description of the
project, which we hope you read. This is the update of where we are now.
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ORIENTATION THIS COMING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH, 11:00 A.M., FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 318
S. CEDAR.
This informal meeting will provide an opportunity for you all to meet the 9 students, the
parents, the teachers and the volunteers, who are supervising practice classes. The students will have an introduction to the organ presented by Janet Ahrend, then teachers will
meet students, arrange times and churches for the 8 lessons, meet the volunteer members
who will supervise the 4 practice classes and arrange for times and churches. All students
will use the same method books, which the board has approved paying for from our AGO
funds earmarked for education/scholarships. The books may be purchased by the students
if they continue to study or we can use them next time.
A recital is planned for May 12 prior to Music Fest on May 15. Mark those dates, too. The
response from our members to teach, supervise, and provide churches and organs has been
enthusiastic, even as we all feel our way into this new project. Special thanks goes to the
committee: Raney Close, Music Fest board member and former homeschool mom, who
came to us with her vision of offering this opportunity to young keyboard students, to our
dean, Byrl, to Janet Ahrend, who did the bulk of the work to put this puzzle together and
to Carolyn, (“Of course we can do this!”). See you Saturday, February 10th!
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NEWSLETTER NEWS
With this issue of the newsletter, we are trying something new, but yet old. For some time now
we have been emailing the newsletter. Realizing that emails may not be the most effective way
to reach some members, we are sending out a hard copy of this issue as well as the email.
There may be those who are more likely to read a hard copy in the mail rather than an electronic version that can quickly become buried in a few days of emails. If you want to opt out of
the mailed hard copy (and you promise to read the newsletter in the email), please respond to
me at idbyrlc@gmail.com with &quot; No hard copy & quot; or something similar. If there is
no response, you will continue to get both forms. The board is simply trying to find the best
and most effective way to communicate with our individual members.
Byrl Cinnamon, Dean

2018
UPCOMING EVENTS
Organ Academy Kickoff
Saturday, February 10, 2018, 11:00 a.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Christopher Nelson Genevan Psalter Workshop
Saturday, March 17, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Messiah Lutheran Church
Christopher Nelson Genevan Psalter Organ Concert
Sunday, March 18, 2018, 4:00 p.m.
Messiah Lutheran Church
Organ Academy Recital
Saturday, May 12, 2018, 11:00 a.m.
St. John’s Cathedral
Hymn Festival with Bruce Neswick
Saturday, May 12, 4:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
MusicFest (organ division)
Tuesday, May 15,
St. John’s Cathedral
Annual year-end picnic and election of officers
Sunday afternoon, June 24, 2018.
Home of Sub-Dean Jim Holmes. Details will be forthcoming.
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Updates and Articles
CHRISTMAS CAROL WALK
This past December 26 the Chapter sponsored its fourth annual
Christmas Carol Walk. Churches visited this year were New Community, Westminster Congregational, and Central Lutheran. Participation was down this year,
and your board has discussed some possible reasons for this and possible solutions and alternatives. We are seeking feedback from the members as to suggestions you might have for improving and reviving the Christmas Carol Walk. If you have participated in it and have some
ideas, let us know.

Sally Dodson, chair of the Organ Division for Music Fest and chapter member, fell last week
and is now at Riverview. Cards may be sent to her there.
1801 E. Upriver Dr., Spokane WA 99207.

Messiah Lutheran Church with its Bosch tracker
pipe organ is the site for Christopher Nelson's upcoming organ recital on Sunday, March 18 at 4
pm, sponsored by the Spokane Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. The recital will feature organ pieces based on the Genevan Psalter of
1562, composed and performed by Chris. The recital will be preceded by a Master Class hosted
by Chris on Saturday, March 17 at 10 am, the
same location, 4202 N. Belt St. Spokane, in
which the performer-composer of the following
day's recital will present the topic, "How to listen to, or even compose, organ pieces based on
the meters of Genevan Psalter tunes, a type of organ music known to Bach as the partita, or
sets of continuous variations." Enter Messiah Lutheran Church from the south-side parking
lot, through lower-level door on the left and proceed upstairs.
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AGO Chapter Board Meeting

Board hard at work!

Thanks to Katie Rvkin and Salem Lutheran for design and printing.
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